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PEACE IN THE MIDST OF STORM
Stay at home orders. Business shut-downs. Masks. Travel restrictions.
Stock market roller coaster. Rioting and looting. You probably know at
least one person included in the statistics of COVID deaths. As we go to
print, there is still great turmoil in the Presidential election.
As the year comes to a close, now we hear of COVID-19 fatigue, a
“complex” of emotions that include boredom, loneliness, sadness,
frustration, anxiety, fear, anger, and resentment that results from the loss
of activities and social relations produced by pandemic restrictions.

“For a child is born to us, a son is
given to us. The government will
rest on his shoulders. And he will
be called: Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6

We are living in very stormy times. Our clients come from a variety
of religious traditions, and I am confident that your relationship with God serves as a source of peace during
these storms. The prophet Isaiah wrote, You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts
are fixed on you! (26:3) As we approach Christmas, in my Christian tradition we are specifically reminded of
the Prince of Peace arriving in fulfillment of Isaiah’s (9:6) prophecy.
As most of you know, one more 2020 storm in my life was a cancer diagnosis. A nurse gave me the initial
message, “There are signs of lymphoma in the biopsy,” with no explanation. While I waited for an opportunity
to seek further explanation from the surgeon, I consulted “Dr. Google” on my phone. That was probably a big
mistake, since the information I found suggested everything from I might have weeks to live to I might have a
completely curable affliction. For a few hours, I had no better information than that. Was that a storm? You bet.
Yet I had an underlying peace about it. (I am thankful to have later learned it is curable and I’m on track.)
Beyond the 2020 challenges common to all, what other storms are you enduring? We know each of you
faces individual challenges: your health issue, the death of your
loved one, your economic set-back, or a crisis in your family. The
Christmas Drama
following might help you, like it did me, through your storms:
Many of you know that Rachelle,
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
our video editor, is also a playwright.
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you
This winter, the firm is sponsoring
will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can
her new Christmas drama, As Ever,
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you
Sam, set during World War 2.
live in Christ Jesus. And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final
COVID restrictions limit in-person
thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right,
attendance, so extra effort is going
and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are
into the livestream video this year. If
excellent and worthy of praise. (Philippians 4:6-8)
you’re interested, mark one of these
A final personal note. My trust in God was not that I would be
performance dates on your calendar
healed or that the disease would in fact be cured, but rather that no
and find Kittywham Productions on
matter what happened to my physical body, ultimately all would be
Facebook or YouTube to watch live:
well. In our Monday morning meetings each week we pray for
Sunday, Dec. 13 at 4:00pm
you, and I thank you for your prayers as well.
- Curt
Tuesday, Dec. 15 at 6:30pm
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 6:30pm
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with
joy and peace because you trust in him. (Romans 15:13)
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COVID-based
Adjustments
Here is a rundown of how The Estate
Planning Center services were disrupted
and revised during the year of
COVID-19, and how we plan to serve
you better as a result.
Individual Appointments: We
generally believe that we cannot have the best
relationship with clients if we don’t conduct
planning appointments in person. But in 2020 we
started offering some appointments by video
conference. Zoom has been our program of choice.
This worked out for new clients coming into the
planning process (not all of their appointments, but
some) as well as for existing clients who wanted
Personal Counselling Reviews™ (PCR).
Going forward, video-conference “Zoom”
appointments are an available option, particularly
for clients or prospective clients who live at a
distance, as a way of making our services as
accessible as reasonably possible.
2020 AFR (Annual Family Reunion™): We
had planned to conduct eight live AFRs spread
among three cities, but after two in Salem in early
March, which we video-recorded, we cancelled the
remaining ones and put the video on our website.
Then, during two of the time slots that we would
have been conducting live AFRs, we instead
provided a Zoom Q&A session. While the video
and Zoom Q&A were able to provide most of the
AFR experience, the AFR is also where we update
the printed materials in your Client Organizer™.
This was much more challenging to accomplish,
and we are confident that some of your Client
Organizers are now a year behind.
2021 AFR? We are scheduling fewer AFRs, but
we will broadcast several of them via Zoom, so you
can make your reservation to “attend” from home
if you prefer. Remember, if you don’t come in
person, you will need to be more active about

getting updated materials for your Client
Organizer™.
2020 CUP (Client Update Program ™ ):
Anticipating, due to COVID concerns, that many
clients would prefer not to attend any group
meetings, we scheduled fewer in-person CUPs but
placed a video of the presentation on our website in
early August, so you could choose to watch the
video and schedule a private signing of your
updated trust and other documents. Only about 1/3
of the Even-Year clients opted to watch the video
and schedule a private signing, the rest attending
in-person group CUPs.
2021 CUP? We plan to make the 2020 system
more or less the model for the future. There will be
ample dates to attend in person, a video-recorded
version made available online, and private “stop
in and sign” appointments given to those who
choose to watch the video.
2020 Family Education Program™: Our
primary event this year was Understanding My
Estate Plan, scheduled for June 9 & 25, August
25, and November 7. We conducted June 9 by
Zoom videoconference only, cancelled June 25 and
August 25, then conducted November 7 by Zoom
but with a small live audience. We recorded that
last one, and it should be available on the website
by the time you are reading this.
2021 Family Education?
these at the AFRs, but expect
more, to be conducted like we
in 2020: with a limited live
broadcasting via Zoom.

We will announce
at least one, if not
did on November 7
audience but also
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Do We Learn from History?
“In the end, more than freedom, they wanted
security. They wanted a comfortable life, and
they lost it all—security, comfort, and freedom.
When the Athenians finally wanted not to give to
society but for society to give to them, when the
freedom they wished for most was freedom from
responsibility then Athens ceased to be free and
was never free again.”
Edward Gibbon, (1737-1794), English historian and
Member of Parliament
Source: Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 1909

Foundation: Funding
- Sherry French -

Greetings! We need your help to keep you fully
funded. What does “fully funded” mean? It means
having all your assets, cash accounts, vehicle titles,
IRA Accounts, Insurance Policies, Real Estate, etc.
titled correctly and/or beneficiaries titled correctly.
In your Client Organizer™ (black book) under
Tab 4 you have a list of Red Check Review™
Requirements. It tells you what we need for each
asset for Red Check Review™.
What is Red Check Review™? It is the process
whereby we show that an asset has been reviewed
by one of the attorneys, showing that your asset is
titled correctly in their professional opinion.
If you attended or watched the 2020 Annual
Family Reunion™, you will be familiar with the
new laws for retirement accounts. As you are
updating your trusts we are replacing your Letter of
Directions in Tab D of your Client Organizer™. If
you should open a new retirement account, you
will use the new updated Letter of Direction for
your retirement account. If you already have
retirement accounts verified/red checked there will
be no needed changes.
As you receive your December Asset Review
Report (ARR), please make needed corrections. If

you have a new account number on any of your
assets, we will need documentation for that asset.
If you have any other new assets, we will need
paperwork for Red Check Review™ and the
values.
Long Term Care insurance (LTCi) is an
interesting asset and continues to evolve. Some
LTCi policies are simply a benefit of your life
insurance policy, which should be on your ARR
(of course!). Other LTCi policies stand alone and
often are not thought of as an asset. We would like
to start tracking all clients’ LTCi policies by
including them on your reports. If you have a LTCi
policy not already shown on the ARR, please send
us this information: issuing company, policy
number, who is covered, and what (if anything)
could possibly be paid on your death (this might be
as little as a refund of unused premium, or might
be some larger “death benefit”). Ask your agent to
provide you with this information.
Remember always to call me or Carma if you
have any questions or need any help.
May you have a Blessed Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year, and stay well!

Bi-Partisan Predictable
“The nonpartisan 2005 Commission on Federal
Election Reform, co-chaired by former U.S.
President Jimmy Carter and former Secretary
of State James A. Baker III, noted among its
many findings and recommendations that
because it takes place outside the regulated
environment of local polling locations, voting
by mail creates increased logistical challenges
and the potential for vote fraud, especially if
safeguards are lacking or when candidates or
political party activists are allowed to handle
mail-in or absentee ballots.”
(from the “Carter Center Statement on Voting
by Mail for the 2020 U.S. Election”)
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us on FaceBook!
Have you liked The Estate Planning Center
on Facebook yet? We typically post three or four
announcements each month: reminders of events
coming up, articles our attorneys have written or
programs they have taught, that sort of thing.
Feel free to befriend any of the team as well!

Christmas Greetings to Everyone!
- Gayla Ball -

As this year of 2020 is winding down, I hope
you and your family emerged unscathed from all
the craziness! Even with all that has happened, I
still find we have so much to be grateful for. I
believe my family has been reminded of what is
most important to us, and not to take anything for
granted.
The past year has certainly given me new
perspective as Sam’s Settlement assistant. You see,
I lost my Dad and spent several months handling
paperwork, property, and personal belongings. I
understand better than ever how these tasks can be
overwhelming at times.
As you recall, the education programs we offer
for our clients and their helpers are available to
help everyone be better prepared when these
difficult times come. Since attendance in person is
often challenging—even in pre-COVID times!—
our Clients and their Helpers have access to several
programs on our website.
In case you need a reminder, here is a list of the
programs, with a brief description, that are
currently available:
Disability Transitions Made Simple™ was
updated in 2016, because everyone needs to be
prepared for what happens if a client becomes
disabled.
Proactive Preservation Planning Made
Simple™ was updated in 2016. Many clients

hesitate (with good reasons) to focus overtly on
protecting assets from nursing home expenses. But,
if that is becoming a higher priority for you, watch
this for an overview of what steps might be
involved. If it fits your current goals, then call to
schedule a Personal Counselling Review™ with one
of our attorneys to explore the specific steps you
might take to protect more for yourself and your
family.
My Spouse’s Estate Made Simple™ was
updated in 2017: why and how married couples
plan to provide for the surviving spouse, how we
take things “through the checkout,” and then how
to secure the benefits for the rest of your life.
Empowering Your Inheritance™, our 2018
recording, is our best-ever practical explanation of
“school bus trusts” to the beneficiaries—how the
protected inheritance will empower their lives,
giving them more free time, peace, and security.
Understanding My Estate Plan™ is the newest
recording available on our website and is the best
“nuts and bolts review” of your plan, great for
Clients and their Helpers. This was developed in
2019, then recorded in 2020. Have your Design
Template (in sheet protectors in the front of your
Red Book, and a copy in Tab B of your Client
Organizer) handy to look at as you watch this
presentation.
To access these programs, visit our website,
www.tlcplanning.com. This is available to Clients
and their Helpers. If you are a Client or Helper you
probably already have the username and password.
Don’t forget to complete a Certificate of
Attendance for “credit”!
As this year draws to a close, I’m thinking of so
many of you who, like me, found this year
disappointing or a bit challenging. During this
Christmas season, how wonderful it is that we can
have hope and peace because of Jesus, the reason
for the season. From my family to yours, Merry
Christmas!
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New and Improved
Last winter we announced a few things that
were changing in our service systems, and we want
to remind you of those and more:
Asset Review Reports
The conversion of all your Asset Review
Reports to our newer computer programs is still in
process! So please review your reports closely,
give us a bit of grace if anything doesn’t seem
right, and make any corrections needed. As always
if you have a new asset we need Red Check
Review paperwork to verify proper titling.
Email…check your spam folder
Here’s hoping that we have not been in your
spam folder for the whole year! In order for us to
have better in-office coordination of our
communication with clients, our emails usually
come out of a different program so each team
member can see, if they need to, what another team
member has sent you. So check your spam folder!
Using ZOOM!
It seems like everyone in the world has learned
to use a computer for video conferencing: to attend
church, to conduct business, to attend meetings, to
see the grandkids, even to have family “gatherings”
for the holidays.
“After a lifetime of hearing that voter fraud is
real, it seems to me that this is the perfect
opportunity to find out if that's true—or not.
Even if the margin is too big to turn around
the election, it's worth a full and deep dive to
learn whether or not there is cheating.”
Ari Fleischer

As much as we prefer to have in-person
meetings where everyone shares in the common
learning experience, engages with other similarlysituated People Who Care, and gets your questions
answered, we also joined the video-conferencing
age. Several of our client programs were conducted
this way in 2020, and we have started doing some
of our individual client appointments this way as
well. Even Curt has (begrudgingly!) agreed that it
gives us a service option that will, for some clients,
be more desirable. For you, this might be a
“PCR” (Personal Counselling Review™). As for
group programs, we are offering some of the AFR
dates this way in 2021.
Thanks for helping us serve you better!

Changing Your Plan
- Brent LeClere -

I hope you all are feeling well and this article
finds you having very happy holidays surrounded
by family and friends. Make sure to take time to
spend with family, even if it is by video conference
or some other way in these difficult times.
I wanted to write about something that I work
with daily but most of you only occasionally need
to use. Our “word processing amendment”
system is one way we help you keep your plan
updated. But how does it differ from a Client
Update Program™? Both involve updating your
plan, so what is the difference?
Every two years, we invite you to a Client
Update Program™ (CUP) to update your plan. We
send you an Estate Planning Review Worksheet
(EPRW) summarizing the personal provisions in
your plan and invite you to let us know what
changes you might want to make. At the CUP we
will restate your Living Trust and update your
other estate planning documents based on legal
updates the attorneys here recommend, plus update
any personal items you request with your EPRW.
The Client Update Program™ is a thorough
continued
(continued)
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examination of your estate plan, and if you prepare
for and attend it you can feel confident that your
plan is fully updated, both legally and personally.
But what if a change occurs between the
biennial CUPs? For example, a son or daughter
could move away, a helper could unexpectedly
pass, or you could decide to give a small gift to a
friend at your death. You should not wait until the
next Client Update Program™ to make the change
in your plan. That is where a word processing
amendment comes in!
If you need to make a change to your plan
before a CUP, just open your black Client
Organizer to Tab B. There you should find an
Estate Planning Review Worksheet. Find what
you would like to change, fill it out, and send the
worksheet to us by mail, email, or fax.
Within thirty days, we will send you an
amendment with signing instructions. It needs to
be signed before two witnesses and a notary. Our
office is available to help with the signing if it is
more convenient for you. This service is included
at no additional charge to our clients.
What if you come to the CUP and then think of
a personal change you want to make…perhaps
something you failed to consider when you
reviewed and returned your EPRW before the
CUP? We will still provide those word processing
updates at no added charge, but it could take as
much as sixty days.
What if your change in circumstances is
something you can’t simply communicate to us
using your EPRW? What if your personal situation
is such that you really don’t know what you want
to change, and you want some legal counsel and
advice? That is always available as well, and we
refer to that as a Personal Counselling Review™
(PCR). Since this is not merely “word processing”
you will recall that there is a “PCR” fee involved.
For the first time in literally decades, we increased
that fee for 2021 (to $600).

I hope you have a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year! Thank you for being a part of our EPC
Family!

Pandemic Patience Appreciation
- Sarah Rupe -

Whew, what a year it has been! I know we have
all been challenged and perhaps disappointed a
time or two or three. It’s funny how this virus
slowed down life, but I have to say that I have
spent more time with my family and friends this
year and I’m so thankful for that time. Time is
something that cannot be bought and you can’t get
it back.
I want to commend you clients for doing so
well with your communication to us, whether it
was responding to emails, phone calls, or mailings!
There were times we were working remotely,
returning calls and emails when we could, and you
were very gracious and patient. Events had to be
cancelled and you were understanding. Trust me, it
really frustrates Curt to cancel ANYTHING but
through this pandemic we made cancellation
decisions based on regulations and considering the
safety of you, our clients.
As we continue to navigate through this
pandemic please let us know if you need anything.
Remember, you have a lot of tools in your black
Client Organizer™. Maybe now is the time to
review that and become reacquainted with it. Even
if you can’t find the answer you might be looking
for, have that binder handy when you call with a
question…it often helps us answer it for you.

Our 2020 Vacation
As we paddled down the Sahara a blizzard
knocked the left front prop off the F150.
Almost regained control, but the Cessna
transmission fell out in the passing lane. We
gave up and walked home!
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Someone might have suggested that it would even
reduce the legal fees at death!
Unfortunately, this seriously undermines the
planning William did. Here are some problems that
arise if you take William’s approach (I don’t claim
this list to be exhaustive):
1. Perhaps most obviously, assets left out of
your trust are more likely to be missed during
settlement. In which case it could be some time, if
ever, before the correct beneficiary claims the
account.
2. In your revocable living trust, you have
planned for disability. If assets are left out of your
trust, additional steps must be taken for your
disability trustees to manage the accounts. And
virtually any kind of account at some point will
require some form of management, even as simple
as renewing the CD at maturity.

Avoid Derailing Your Estate Plan
- Sam Collins -

It is common for people in their estate plan to
make gifts in certain amounts to specific
beneficiaries. As with everything, there’s a right
way and many wrong ways to do it. (Spoiler Alert:
if it is not addressed in your trust, this is a pretty
good indication it is the wrong way!) Here’s an
example that comes up from time to time in some
shape or form:
William Sample wants to leave $10,000 to each
of his three grandchildren. Rather than amend
his living trust, William thinks it will be
“easier” to set up three CDs at his local bank
and “put his and a grandchild’s name” on each
of the three accounts.
Sometimes this move is prompted by the helpful
advice of the local banker, or even a family
member. William was advised that at his death the
CDs would just “automatically” belong to the
grandkids and there would be no need to even
address it in his estate plan, especially in light of it
being such a small part of his estate. Easy, right?

3. You’ve put a lot of thought into who you trust
to carry out your wishes. Collectively we call these
people your Helpers—specifically death trustees
and disability trustees. When assets, even small
amounts, are left outside your trust to follow
another set of instructions there is no one at the
helm after you are gone to follow through and see
that the asset ends up where it belongs within a
reasonable time.
4. It will make your trustee’s job harder for tax
reporting purposes, should an estate tax return be
necessary or advisable. Here is why: the trustees
can readily get information on accounts that belong
to or are payable to your trust. But if the account is
payable on death to someone else, only the
beneficiary can obtain that information. The
trustees are responsible to inventory the entire
estate—this includes the CDs payable to the
grandchildren—for taxing authorities, but if the
CDs are not going through the trust, the Trustees
don’t have access to the information. This can even
require court intervention to get the information.
5. For the above reason, instead of saving legal
fees—in case you thought it might—since you
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make your Trustees’ job harder, you may well
cause an increase in the legal fees.
6. It also has the potential to set up disputes
between your trust beneficiaries and the recipients
of the account, as to precisely what your intent
was. The trust is generally viewed as stating your
intentions for disposition of your entire estate:
were these other accounts a mistake, or purposeful?
Did one heir talk you into giving them something
extra, not mentioned in the trust? Regardless of the
outcome, this can be messy and does a number on
family relationships.
7. It misses benefits built into your plan. First,
the recipient of the CDs will receive no “School
Bus Trust” protections and if they are young, your
trust would allow someone else to manage it for
them. Second, the contingencies covered by your
trust will not reach the CDs: like, what if the CD
beneficiary predeceases you…who ends up getting
it?
8. One way the bank may set up the account to
pass on death is by naming the intended
beneficiary as a joint owner. If so:
a. the co-owner (grandchild) could simply take
the money, even before you die.
b. the account becomes at risk to the co-owner’s
(grandchild’s) creditors.
c. depending on various factors, you might have
made a gift that must be reported to the IRS.
9. Banks don’t always get it right. There are
several ways (three I can think of at the moment)
that a bank can list another’s name on an account,
and not all of them would automatically transfer
the account at death. We have a process (Red
Check Review™) to ensure that your assets will
follow your plan. Bypassing that process is a recipe
for problems—otherwise, we wouldn’t do it!
Your living trust centered estate plan is
designed to be easily amended and updated. If you
decide to give each grandchild $10,000, it is a very
simple amendment to your living trust. If you want

to change the division of your plan among your
children, sign a simple amendment. Want to make
an “outright” gift to someone, separate from what
they will get in their asset protection trust? No
problem, we can write that in your trust agreement.
There is no reason at all to have any assets
“bypass” your trust. However, there are many
reasons not to do so!

Renewing Commitments:
TO-DO LIST
Your renewal packet includes your Asset
Review Report, yellow renewal form, and 2021
invoice. To assure uninterrupted service from your
LifeSpan™ Team, be sure to:
1. Select the best date and location for you to
attend (in person or via Zoom!) an Annual
Family Reunion™ (AFR), mark the yellow
renewal form we provided, and return it
immediately with your annual membership fee
shown on your enclosed INVOICE (you will soon
thereafter receive a postcard confirming your
reservation date). Please pay by the due date of
January 20, 2021 (if you pay after January 31 go
ahead and add the $25 late fee).
2. Start working to update the Asset Review
Report™ (ARR) and return it to us by January 31,
2021. Add new assets; delete any you no longer
have; update the dollar values; and send
appropriate Red Check Review™ (verification)
paperwork for new assets you add to the report.
The Annual Family Reunion™ is the focal
point of our standard updating process. Make it a
priority on your calendar! Building on our videoconferencing experiences in 2020, notice that we
are making AFR “virtual” attendance by Zoom an
option on some of the dates. If you elect to attend
virtually, we need to know well ahead so we can
provide you materials, including updated contents
for your Client Organizer™.
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